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1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. SUNDAY'S WE YONE, OFFICIAL 
PARTY NEWSPAPER, HAS FOLLOWING LEAD ARTICLE: 

QTE. BIG MINING COMPANY TO TAKE OVER DELCO? 

AS SIERRA LEONEANS CELEBRATE WITH PRIDE THE 
ACHIEVEMENTS OE EOUR YEARS OF REPUBLIC RULE, A NEW 
ECONOMIC ERA IS ABOUT TO OPEN, WITH PROSPECTS OF 
INVESTMENT IN THE MINING SECTOR, BY THE GIANT AMERICAN 
COMPANY-BETHLEHEM STEEL CORPORATION. 

NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COMPANY 
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF SIERRA LEONE ARE BELIEVED TO 
HAVE REACHED THEIR CLIMAX YESTERDAY, CALLING FOR THE 
VICE-PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER, MR. S.I. KOROMA AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO TAKE OFF THE OFFICIAL PROGRAMME OF CELEBRATIONS TO 
ATTEND TO THE LAST-STAGE DUSCISSIONS. 

THE PRESIDENT, DR. SIAKA STEVENS, ALSO HAD TO BE 
ON HAND AT STATE HOUSE, IMMEDIATELY AFTER TAKING THE 
SALUTE AT THE CEREMONIAL PARADE AT THE POLICE GROUNDS, 

FOR NECESSARY CONSULTATIONS. 

PRESENT AT THE TALKS WITH THE VICE-PRESIDENT AND 
THE MINISTER OF FINANCE, WAS THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL, 

MR. N.A.P. BUCK. 

IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE TALKS HAVE REACHED A 
DEFINITE STAGE WHICH MAY RESULT IN SOME OFFICIAL ANNOUNCE- 
MENT ANY TIME FROM NOW, ABOUT THE PROSPECTS OF THE 
BETHLEHEM STEEL COMPANY INVESTING IN SIERRA LEONE. 

RELIABLE SOURCES SAY THAT THE AMERICAN COMPANY 
IS INTERESTED IN IRON ORE DEPOSITS IN SIERRA LEONE AND 
MAY LIKELY TAKE OVER THE DELCO MINES AT MARAMPA, AS 
WELL AS EXPLOIT THE TONKOLILI DEPOSITS. 

IT WILL BE REMEMBERED THAT THIS WAS THE ORIGINAL 
PLAN OF DELCO TO MINE THE DEPOSITS AT TONKOLILI WHEN 
MARAMPA IS EXHAUSTED. 

SIERRA LEONE IS CONSIDERED TO BE VERY LUCKY TO GET 
A GIANT MINING COMPANY LIKE BETHLEHEM STEEL TO ESTABLISH 
HERE, AND THIS MAY OPEN PROSPECTS ALSO FOR THE RUTILE 
MINING INDUSTRY ACCORDING TO RELIABLE SOURCES. 

UNQUOTE. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: GOSL 
OVBIOUSLY FELT THAT NEGOTIATIONS WERE ABOUT TO CON- 
CLUDE SATISFACTORILY AND WERE BEGINNING TO PREPARE 
PUBLIC FOR ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXPANDED BETHSTEEL OPERATION 
IN SIERRA LEONE. CURRENT NEGOTIATING SITUATION 
(REFTELS) MUST LEAVE SOME HERE WITH EGG ON THEIR FACES. 

FOR THEIR PART, BETHSTEEL WILL HAVE ONE OTHER REASON 
TO SECOND GUESS THEIR DECISION TO LEAVE SUNDAY. 

END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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